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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time nnay be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified atK)ve is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely; 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the niailing date of this cpmmunicatton. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed." may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). .... . , 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 28 June 2001 . . . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)0 This action is non-final. " 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution. as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. — - - - 

Disposition of Claims ~ 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-93 is/are pending in the application. . j _ _ . .u:; 

4a) Of the above claim{s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. r '~ :": ' ; - - ' . 

6) 0 Claim(s) is/are rejected. . - 

?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 7 _ : . . 

8) ^ Claim(s) 1-93 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. _J . . . 7: 

Application Papers - : 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. ^ 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)\3 accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to.iSee 37:CFR i,t24(d). -.f 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 - : ~ : . „ 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. ^§ 1 19j[a)-(d} or (f). 

aOAII b)n Some*c)n None of: ; a;; ! c^on^ie c^H '^or 

1 .D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. ; : ^ij, l- : ;";;::cc ccc:cc c; :nc 

2.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application Ncj. j_Xririifieri copi^^s of pni^ui 
3;D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have beerj received injtRTs National S^age-ep ifipri cc 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). j sppiicGtion from the Inter 

* See'the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. see ihe axxach 

1 3) P Acknowledgnrieht is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C.j § t,1^(e} (t9:#^,pfffX($jpnah?Rl^ji^^ ii ;-:; 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in :an' Applicatip,ri iP.QtQ ^hget.. ^^ ir .- 
37 CFR 1.78. i :-;/ . i' 78. 

a) CD The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. : = n- -n-i^r -n nr . fr,r~ - 

■ 14)[III Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C.j §§i1.^(r^pdyjor4;?l^^ ^S^lfe of a ci; 

. reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Applicatioh^Data2Sheeto37;i^ tire 



Attachment(s) . 

1) □ wdtie^-of Reference^;*Cited-(P^ 

2) 0 Notice of Draflspersori'is Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) CD Information Disclosure Statennent(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-43, drawn to an optical record having particulars of the composition thereof, 
classified in class 430, subclass 270.1 1 . 

II. Claims 44-69, drawn to optical recording and reproducing methods, classified in class 
369, subclass either 109.01 or 100 (see below). 

III. Claims 70-93, drawn to optical recording and reproducing apparatus, classified in class 
369, subclass 100 or 109.01 (see below). 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions III and 1 are related as apparatus and product made. The inventions in this 
relationship are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1 ) that the apparatus as claimed is 
not an obvious apparatus for making the product and the apparatus can be used for making a different 
product or (2) that the product as claimed can be made by another and materially different apparatus 
(MPEP § 806.05(g)). In this case the product can be made using mo technique(s). 

3. Inventions II and I are related as process of making and product made. The inventions are 
distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1 ) that the process as claimed can be used to 
make other and materially different product or (2) that the product as claimed can be made by another 
and materially different process (MPEP § 806,05(f)). In the instant case the reproduction can be done by 
mo techniques. 

Elected claims from Groups II and III will be examiner together as they are associated. 
If applicalits elect the invention of Group I, it is noted that there are a plurality of species, among 
them are: k 

a) Those claims drawn to the visible information, such as claims 18 & 19 (bar codes), l = 

b) Those claims drawn to invisiblie infornriation; such as claims 20-23. 5. 
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If applicants elect the invention of Group II, then the following additional species election must be 
made: 

a) claims drawn to refractive reproduction, i.e., clainns 44,46,48, 50 and the appropriate 
dependent claims - classifiable in class 369/1 09.01 

b) claims drawn to reflectance reproduction, i.e., claims 45,47,49 or 51 and the 
appropriate dependent claims thereof, classifiable in class 369.1 00. 

If applicants elect the invention from GROUP III claims, then the following additional species :. 

election must be made: 

a) Claims drawn to recording and reproducing using light beams, i.e., claims 70-73 
These claims are further broken into additional species: (subspecies) 

1) Claims drawn to record/reproducing with refractive limitations, 70 and 72, : ::::-.vr: 

2) Claims drawn to record/reproducing with reflectance limitations, 71 and 73. y\ c;--!- - - ; 

b) Claims drawn to recording and reproducing using electron beams, i.e., claims 74-77 • 
These claims are further broken into additional species: (subspecies) 

1 ) Claims drawn to record/reproducing with refractive limitations, 74 and 76, 

2) Claims drawn to record/reproducing with reflectance limitations, 75 and 76. 

Dependent claims 78-93 will be examined along with the elected Group, and species, ... . . . 

and subspecies. That is if applicants elect the invention from Group Ml. a proper election ^ , „ . : : 

must include the species, a or b and the appropriate subspecies, 1 or 2, e.g., GroupjlU.s.; h^^kuj.^ ;hc 
a1. . ' a1. 

4. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and havasicquireda aagarete^e Inveriuo ei . 
status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction for examination purpp,s^;jqi.s jn?iip?ted.v/n by Vr.eir ^i':: 
is proper. :^,ut^u^{. 

5. Because these inventions are. distinct for the reasons given above and the s§arch rogyifgd^PRl iesy invaauOi\§ 
Group I is-not required for Group ll and or-Group HI, restriction for-examination purpQseSjgs tgdiG^^ed^iSi:^^^^ 

proper. _ . ^Li^iC, 
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This application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct species of the 
claimed invention: See above analysis with respect to the species. 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species for prosecution on 
the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally held to be allowable. 
Currently, no claim is generic. 

Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an identification of the species 
that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a listing of all claims readable thereon, including any 
claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim is allowable or that all claims are generic is 
considered nonresponsive unless accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration of claims to _ 
additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include all the limitations of an 
allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If claims are added after the election, applicant v ' 
must indicate which are readable upon the elected species. MPEP § 809.02(a). 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the species are not patentably distinct, applicant 
should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record showing the species to be obvious 
variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the case. In either instance, if the examiner finds one of 
the inventions unpatentable over the prior art, the evidence or admission may be used in a rejection 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) of the other invention. 

6. No telephone call was made to applicants' representative due to the complexity of the above 
requirement to request an oral election to the above restriction requirement. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an election of 
the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

7, Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one or more of the currently named 
inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the application. Any amendment of 
inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 . 
CFR1.17(i). ' ; 
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Applicants are given ONE MONTH (thirty days) within which to respond to the above 
requirement. 

8. Hard copies of the application files are now separated from this examining corps; 
hence the examiner can answer no questions that requires a review of the file without sufficient 
lead-time. 

Any inquiries concerning missing papers/references, etc. must be directed to Group 2600. _ 
Customer Services at (703) 306-0377. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the exannirier-iS^hGgid 
be directed to Aristotelis M Psitos whose telephone number is (703) 308-1598. The examiner can .--- :. 
normally be reached on M-Thursday 8-4. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor-,: -jul; 
William R. Korzuch can be reached on (703) 305-6137. The fax phone number for.the'prganizatjpB-.:: ; L-r 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9314. - - 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be- - 
directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 



Aristotelis M Psitos 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2653 

AMP 




